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Our Opportunity. 





For nearly two years we have been inviting attention 
to the so-called re-organisation of the Veterinary 
Department of the Board of Agriculture. For twelve 
months we have shown that only the most egregious 
failure attended the work it has undertaken, and 
that this was due entirely to the monstrous stupidity 
of entrusting the direction, and almost all the 
executive, to persons having no knowledge of animals 
and still less of disease. That Parliament permitted 
such a retrograde step is only explainable upon the 
hypothesis that Members had no knowledge of the 
subject, and upon the fact that when questions were 
asked the President of the Board threw dust in the 
eyes of his questioners. We do not wish to suggest 
that Mr. Herbert Gardner wilfully deceived Parlia- 
ment. Our suggestion is that he knew nothing 
about the veterinary division of his department and 
was carefully misled by permanent officials. These 
permanent officials, doubtless with the best inten- 
tions, re-organised the department upon the strictest 
lines of ‘ tape and sealing-wax ”’; they knew nothing 
of veterinary matters and were unable to understand 
the lessons which experience had forced upon the 
Privy Council. The Duke of Richmond in 1878 placed | 
the veterinary department under veterinary direction, | 
not from any theory as to what was proper routine | 
or what was according to the formule of other | 
and different departments, but from the teachings of | 
experience. His Grace looked back and found that | 
blundering and delay had led to failure under the 
direction of untrained heads. He made the only 
logical change—he placed the direction and the | 
initiative solely in the hands of trained veterinarians. | 
He was justified by results, and Messrs. Brown, | 


of the new arrangements would by that time have 
roused the attention of stock-owners and politicians 
to the increased spread of disease and the utter waste 
of public money under a department ignorant of 
the first principles of its duties. 


We have not had long to wait. At last the agri- 
cultural interests are alarmed, and the Central 
Chamber of Agriculture has spoken in distinct and 
clear tones. This isa portion of the report adopted 
—a copy of which is to be sent to the Prime 
Minister as well as to the President of the Board of 
Agriculture :— 


“The committee regarded with serious concern the 
apparent failure of the attempts which had been made 
under the Swine Fever Act to stamp out swine fever. 
The returns would indicate that the disease was more 
prevalent at the present time than formerly. It was im- 
possible to overlook the fact that the failure of the 
Agricultural Department for the first time to deal effec- 
tively with a contagious malady had coincided with inter- 
nal changes in the organisation of the Department to 
which the committee were almost the first to call atten- 
tion. The alterations which had been made had not 
been justified by results, and the committee urged the 
President of the Board of Agriculture to strengthen the 
Veterinary Department. The committee, in conclusion, 
urged upon the Government the desirability of giving 





effect to the recommendation of the Departmental Com- 
mittee on Tuberculosis of 1888 ; and, further, of the 
provision of compensation out of the Imperial Ex- 
chequer for the carcasses of apparently healthy animals 
condemned.” 


With the influential support of the Chambers of 
Agriculture we may consider our opportunity has 
come. We must now individually and collectively 
force the subject on. We must show that our injury 
is the injury of the stock-owner and that our com- 
mon interests are to effect a change at the Board of 


Cope, and Duguid made the department a success—a | Agriculture back to where the Duke of Ttichmond 
success acknowledged by statesmen and agriculturists | placed us. It is difficult to be calm and impassive 
and veterinarians. This success continued without | in the face of insult and injury, but as soon as know- 
Intermission until Mr. Herbert Gardner permitted | ledge and truth preyail—as soon as the justice of our 
a return of the red tape and nepotism which had fif- | case is recognised—we may more quietly and more 
teen years before reduced the Veterinary Department , impressively rest content with a mere statement of our 


04 “Dr.” Williams to a contemptible laughing- 
stock. 


_ The veterinary profession is not a powerful poli- 
tical engine. Its indignant protests were disregarded, 
and the astute excuses made by those in office were 
accepted as explanations. The dissolution of Parlia- 
ment came and upset every calculation. Members 
of the House of Commons who had promised us their 
assistance advised that no practical good would re- 


|grievance. To every Member of Parliament, to 
|every leading Agriculturist, it is our duty to explain 
| why the Animals Diseases Act isa failure. To tell 
them that there is now no Veterinary Department. 
To point out that a retired soldier now does the duty 
lately performed by Professor Brown. That Messrs. 
Cope and Duguid are now desired to cultivate bacteria 
instead of suppress disease, whilst the sons of the 
clergy and marine officers play the fool with swine- 
fever. 





sult from any action during a time when greater | 
interests occupied every mind. We were told to wait —— 
till next Session, and to hope that the positive failure | 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


PARALYSIS IN A DOG. 





As will be seen from the letter annexed this case 
is reported by a non-professional man. It is well 
reported so far as it goes, but is of little value to 
veterinary practitioners from the absence of any 
authentic surgical description of the injury, and from 
the course of treatment pursued not being stated. 
The hope expressed by the writer is probably not 
so much due to any desire to patronize our profession 
as to his want of knowledge of the fact that such 
cases are not uncommon. He means well but we 
fear he does not quite understand us.—Kp. 


Breed, fox-terrier ; age, 10 years; weight, 25 lbs. 

October 38rd, 1894. Was run over by light dog-cart 
travelling very fast. The dog was standing still 
broad side to the cart wheel which was narrow. The 
wheel passed over the loins of the dog and rolled him 
over. The dog walked to the side of the road, and 
lay down on his back, and though breathing heavily 
did not appear to be in pain, and did not object to 
being touched. After a few minutes when lifted on 
to his feet, he walked without apparent difficulty but 
slowly and sat down again. He was again assisted 
to walk and did so for about 100 yards. As the 
owner was anxious to get home and fearing to hurt 
the dog, he was then carried home and laid upon a 
cushion in front of a fire. The owner went upstairs, 
and shortly after the dog followed him, and laid 
down in accordance with his usual habit. After 15 
minutes the owner went downstairs, but the dog could 
not then rise, and it was found that the whole of the 
hinder part of the body and the hind legs were com- 
pletely paralysed. This was about two hours after 
the accident. Later on the dog eat with good 
appetite. 

Oct. 4th. The next day the injury was examined 
by a veterinary surgeon. The dog’s hind quarters 
were quite cold, and insensible to the prick of a 
needle. No bones were discovered to be broken, and 
there was no evidence of pain. The dog could drag 
himself about by his fore legs. There was no interup- 
tion or interference with the functions of defecation 
or micturition. He eat well, but was unable to turn 
over from side to side as he lay. 

The symptoms and history of the injury led to the 
diagnosis of compression of the spinal cord by 
effused blood, and the prognosis was the probability 
of recovery. The dog was therefore tenderly nursed 
but remained paralysed until about 

Oct. 28th, 25th day from injury. On this day 
there were signs of considerable improvement the 
dog trying to raise himself on his hind legs. 

Nov. 8th, 36th day. The dog on being supported 
by a strap passed under his body, could work his legs 
as if walking but could not support his weight for 
—_~ than half-a-minute. 

Nov. 26th, 58rd day. By this day the lee 
become fairly strong and though the Mn. Be, ar 
was very irregular the dog could manage to walk 





without assistance. The legs crossed with each 
step and the dog could not control the lateral swing 
of the body, and frequently ‘‘ cannoned ”’ from tree to 
tree going down the garden. He could not go up- 
stairs. 

Jan. 1st, 1895. 88th day, about 3 months. The 
dog continued to gradually improve in every respect 
and could gallop about fairly well, and go upstair. 

Sept. 1st, about 10 months from injury. With the 
exception of some slight difficulty in starting to walk 
at times, an inclination to cross legs, and not perfect 
control over the lateral swing of the hindquarters in 
turning corners, the dog had recovered his former 
powers, even to leaping out of a window two feet six 
inches high. 

It should be observed that about two days after 
the accident two abrasions of the skin, one upon each 
of the hind paws were caused by dragging over the 
ground. One of these abrasions did not heal for 
about 4 months, and the other did not heal until 11 
months after the accident. 


Sir, 
I have been led to suppose that the accompanying 
account of an accident to and recovery of a fox-terrier 
may be of interest to the veterinary profession’ I have 
also the hope that it may encourage more gare to 
damaged dogs where paralysis sets in, and discourage“the 
haste with which some people destroy their wounded 
friends. 

The surgical] part of the statement has been prepared 
under the supervision of my father Mr. John Birkett, 
F.R.C.S., and the dog was examined and treated by 
Mr. Sidney Villar, F.R.C.V.S., of Harrow.—I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

Pinner, Middlesex. 

Nov. Ist, 1895. 


PERCIVAL BIRKETT. 


EFFECTS OF SEWAGE UPON CATTLE. 
By Wn. M. Scorr, M.R.C.V.5. 


In this neighbourhood where I am situated is the 
centre of a great dairying district, moreover the land 
is very flat and the fields are drained and bounded 
by deep ditches. These ditches during the rainy 
season are well filled with water of a drinkable nature, 
but when the dry season sets in, which this year has 
extended over a rather lengthy period, the quantity 
of water shrunk considerably, undergoing, in some 
places at the same time, rapid decomposition, and the 
cattle were placed in a similar position to the forlorn 
traveller on the sands of some tropical desert clime— 
accept what is presented or die. It is contrary 6° 
all sound teaching and common sense to suppose that 
cattle have not instinct enough to prefer clean, pure 
streamlet water to sewage or polluted water. I have 
often seen cattle so situated as to have two qualities 
of water within access both in the field and house 
and they will convince even the casual observer that 
they have got instinct sufficient to dictate to them 
the difference between pure and unhealthy water. 
I will relate one case which came under my observé 
tion quite recently. A number of cattle were being 
fed on artificial food for Xmas beef. They had the 
full scope of a shed at the end of which was & 5 
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feeding trough full of water which had remained so 
from the previous winter. One can imagine the 
state the water was in. The cattle had been so 
situated for 8 or 4 days and had not lessened the 


trough of its contents. The tank was emptied in my , 


presence and refilled with clean water and before 
half an hour the operation had to be repeated. In 
short the cattle were in a state of water starvation. 
I think therefore it is but right we should give credit 
to the domestic animals that they appreciate the 
difference between good and bad water. From that 
tale perhaps, it is advisable to except the representa- 
tive of the porcine species. 

(2). Mr. Winter Blyth in his ‘“ Dictionary of 
Hygiene and Public Health ”’ says: ‘‘The bad effects 
of human sewage on cattle appears to be nil.’’ Herein 
indeed is a proposition which would set one a think- 
ing. If a drop of sewage were placed under the 
microscope, especially in hot weather, it will be seen 
to be largely made up of the lowest forms of animal 
and vegetable life: now does it not stand to reason 
if these are ingested they will act deleteriously upon 
the animal so unfortunate to receive them. Practical 
experience I am afraid will easily place Mr. Blyth’s 
hypothesis in deserving oblivion. The results of 
ingesting sewage water by the domestic animals de- 
pends upon three things; (a). The nature of the 
sewage. (b). The quantity taken. (c). The con- 
stitutional refactibility of the animal itself (in other 
words its present state of health). 

(a). Some sewage is more virulent in its effects 


than others by virtue of the fact that it may be more | 


heavily charged with organic matter, moreover its dead- 
liness is increased if it is in a state of decomposition 
owing to development of putrefactive products. The 
foregoing applies to sewage which has had no chance 
of purification. If, however, it has to travel over an 
uneven open bed the oxygen in the air destroys the 
poisonous matter and should there also be growing 
algae, etc., along its course the purification will 


be very considerable indeed. So that we infer sewage | 


at its source may be very deadly whereas before it 
reaches the cattle it may be comparatively pure and 
harmless. 

()). An animal may ingest a small quantity of 
sewage and not upset nature’s balance. Not so, 
however, if taken largely. It no sooner reaches the 
stomach than that organ becomes deranged by virtue 
of its obnoxious nature. As a consequence the gas- 
tric juices are not secreted properly. That means the 
fluid remains, consequent upon a paralysed organ— 
With the command of moisture and heat and proper 
pabulum is found for fermentation, etc. 
and other toxines are formed which if absorbed into 


the blood produce death in a short time, with post- | 


mortem evidences of blood disease, resembling an- 
thrax and septicemia to the naked eye. In milder 


cases symptoms are presented indicating other slight | 


gastric and intestinal disorders, in short, nature at- | 


‘upon the animals’ health, the flesh is bound to 
| possess elements of a noxious and injurious nature. 
Ptomaines | If suffering from acute poisoning the flesh is most 
| dangerous for human consumption. 


the ill effects of the sewage, while others rapidl Y 
succumb. 

(3). Whether the eating of grass from pas- 
ture land is detrimental to cattle or not depends 
upon the period that has elapsed from the time of 
irrigation to the time that the cattle are allowed to 
graze. It is well-known that sewage contains mo re 
or less animal and vegetable life of the most hurtful 
nature; we also know that given a clean bracing 
atmosphere with uninterrupted sun’s rays, we have 
at hand nature’s best scavenger and the microbes’ 
strongest enemy. So that if a field is irrigated with 
sewage—a medium heavily charged with rich nitro- 
genous matter, in such a state of combination that 
plant life can easily take up and assimilate, and left for 
a few weeks before consumption is demanded, little or 
no harm can result, but on the contrary if used with 
discretion—for owing to its succulent and highly 
nutritious condition it is apt to upset the digestive 
system—it will be found very beneficial. Should 
cattle, however, be put on newly irrigated grass land 
it is very probable, depending largely on the nature 
of sewage, they will become the victims of 
acute diarrhea, acute dysentery, or even enteric 
fever with all their train of results. They may be- 
come subjects of chronic, gastric, and intestinal de- 
/rangement, and show slow or rapid emaciation, be- 
coming a direct loss to their owners, and I have wit- 
| ness to all these above mentioned disorders of a greater 
| or lesser degree. 
| (4). It is highly probable that some of the 
specific diseases are transmissible from the human 
subject to animals by means of sewage, the most con- 
|spicuous of these, doubtless, are gastro-intestinal 

parasites, anthrax, and tuberculosis. As far as I 
_know there has been no positive proof of direct in- 
fection, but I understand, if circumstantial evidence 
is of any value in these cases, it may be taken for 
granted, however, that such is not beyond the limit 
of possibilities. 

(5). By the administration of certain drugs, 
per orem, we are able to demonstrate in time traces 
of those drugs in the milk. In like manner it has 
/come within the limits of my observations that if 
cattle are fed on newly irrigated sewage grass the 
milk won’t keep so long. I take it it is owing to the 
| fact that the microscopical elements or their excre- 
tions find their way to the udder aud so contaminate 








| the milk, setting up decomposition. 


Owing to the deleterious influence that sewage has 


The utilisation 
of milk or flesh from such animals by man is bound 
to cause gross alterations in the digestive process pro- 
ducing diarrhea, dysentery and in the more severe 
cases symptoms of blood poisoning and death. It 
has been shown that such diseases as tuberculosis, 





tempting to rid herself of the poison by exciting in- | foot-and-mouth disease, and diphtheria are trans- 
testinal peristalsis and secretions—diarrhcea resulting. | missible to man by the milk of affected cows, and it 


(c). The health of the animal at the time of in- | is much to be suspected that since tuberculosis is so 
gesting the sewage is a very important item in prog-| common in the domestic animals, that it is a very 
_ hosticating the consequent result. 

plains the fact how it is that some animals withstand (6). 


That largely ex- | prolific scurce of human contamination. 
Granted that, by the ingestion of 
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sewage grass or water, cattle have had their normal 
standard of health altered, it stands to reason that 
the flesh and the normal secretiohs (milk) has not 
escaped in the pathological processes sufficient to 
bring about alteration of that standard. 








AN IMPROVED CASTRATING CLAMP,* 
Wirn Remarks on THE Operation BY THIS MeErnop 


By E. Watus Hoare, F.R.C.V.S., Cork. 





In drawing the attention of the profession to an 
improved clamp for the operation of castration, [ am 
fully prepared that my remarks are open to adverse 
criticism, and that such improvements as I suggest 
have been known previously, although not described 
in veterinary literature. 








The claims that I advance for the present instru- 
ment are as follows :-— 

(1). The blades meet very closely together, and the 
opposing surfaces possess deep grooves which fit 
accurately into each other after the manner of an 
artery forceps. ‘These grooves are longitudinal, and 
when the instrument is applied to the vascular 
portion of the spermatic cord, the latter is very 
firmly compressed so that torsion of the artery is 
effected in an expeditous manner, when the forceps 
are applied. 

(2) The blades of the instrument are thin, so that 
only the smallest amount possible of bruised tissue 
is left behind, a point of great importance in the 
operation. 

(8) The blades are wide, so that the torsion for- 
ceps can be worked without interference, this advan- 
tage being especially observed when the operation is 
performed with the animal lying on his side. 

In former patterns of clamps a sufficient grip was 
not given to the vascular portion of the spermatic 
cord, consequently when the torsion forceps were 
applied, the process was often tedious and an amount 
of bruised tissue was left behind. It is clear that the 
firmer the grip of the clamp, while at the same time 
only the smallest amount possible of the cord should 
be included between its jaws, the quicker will torsion 
of the artery be effected and the less bruised tissue 
will be left behind. The present instrument, by its 
compression of the vascular structures, has a marked 
action In preventing hemorrhage; this can be 

verified by taking a large artery from the dead sub- 
ject and placing it in the instrument, when the effect 
on the coats of the vessel can be observed. Few will 


wn by Messrs. Arnold & Sons, West Smith- 








deny the importance of avoiding the process of bruis- 
ing a large portion of the spermatic cord, as such 
bruising interferes with the vitality of the part and is 
responsibile for many of the troublesome after effects 
of the operation. With the present instrument the 
operation can be performed very expeditiously, and it. 
never becomes necessary to re-apply the torsion 
forceps in order to avoid leaving an amount of bruised 
tissue. Considering that the operation is so simple 
and also so frequently performed it may appear out 
of place to draw attention to any of its details, never- 
theless the description of it given in our current text 
books cannot be regarded as strictly correct. For 
instance, it is recommended to include the entire 
spermatic cord in the clamp, and then to divide the 
non-vascular portion by means of a knife run flat- 
wise upon the clamp. This procedure is by no 
means advisable, for the following reasons :— 

1). The non-vascular portion is bruised, where it 
is included in the clamp, this is undesirable and un- 
necessary. 

(2). If no anesthetic be employed, the cremaster 
being included in the clamp has full power when the 
animal struggles, the result being an unnecessary 
amount of dragging on the cord, and interference 


-| with the process of torsion of the artery. 


The following is the plan I adopt :—The animal is” 
cast on the near side, with hobbles, the latter being 
of small size, and made so as to buckle on each leg 
separately, as in the old pattern; these can be put 
on any colt, Chloroform is administered, and when 
anesthesia is produced, a rope is fixed on the upper 
hind pastern, passed over the withers, between the 
fore legs, and above the hock of the upper hind leg, 
the leg is then released from the hobble, and drawn 
towards the back, thus exposing the scrotal region as 
much as possible. The testicle is exposed by a 
scalpel, the incision being close to the raphe. 

The non-vascular portion of the spermatic cord is 
divided by means of a serrated scissors, the division 
being as close as possible to the epididymis, this pre- 
caution being of advantage as the cremaster being 
allowed as intact as possible, is enabled to withdraw 
the cord, when the operation is completed. The 
serrated scissors is employed because in some 
animals the artery of the cord is of an increased size, 
and if cut with a knife hemorrhage is apt to result ; 
besides the scissors is a. far safer instrument to 
manipulate. 

The clamp is now applied to the vascular portion 
of the cord, and drawn together as tightly as possible, 
the long handles of the instrument giving sufficient 
leverage, so that in every instance it can be closed to 
the last catch on the rack. The forceps is now 
applied as close as possible to the surface of the clamp, 
and torsion of the artery can be completed in a very 
short space of time. The other testicle is removed 
in a similar manner. 

In a recent work on “ Castration’’ an illustration 
of the torsion forceps and clamp is given in sit, 
which is absolutely incorrect, as the forceps is shown 
applied at a distance from the clamp, the result of 
which would be that a large amouni of bruised tissue 
would remain, and the operation rendered slow an 
tedious. 
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In my opinion the important points in connection 
with the operation are as follows :— 

(1). To avoid any dragging on the cord during 
manipulation, and to allow as much of the cremaster 
to remain intact as possible, as, if the part gets into 
a semi-paralysed condition, it is exposed to the air, 
and to irritating influences. 

2). To make the incisions into the scrotum as 
close to the raphe as possible, and of sufficient length 
so as to provide for drainage. : AA ; 

(3).. The adoption of rigid antiseptic precautions, 
which include attention to instruments, to the hands, 
and to the part operated on, not forgetting that much 
neglected thongh important question, viz., cleanliness 
of the stall, etc. ' 

The instruments should be rendered aseptic by 
placing them in a solution of creolin, and after use 
they should be cleansed in boiling water, and all 
particles of blood etc., removed by means of a brush 
and the antiseptic solution. The hands should be 
rendered thoroughly aseptic by use of a similar solu- 
tion, the scrotum and sheath of the animal being 
subjected also to the antiseptic régime. : 

When the operation is completed, the part is again 
douched over with cold water rendered aseptic, so as 
to remove blood, etc., and a little of the following 
poured into the scrotal wounds and sheath: ol. 





eucalypti 1 part, ol. olive 16 parts. 

If the weather is fine, the colt is allowed on the 
grass, being brought in at night. Next morning the | 
parts are dressed with an antiseptic solution, any 
blood being washed off the thighs, etc., and a little 
ointment (ol. eucalypti 3j, vaseline 16 ounces) ap- 
plied to the scrotal wounds. Plenty of exercise is 
enforced, twice daily, and if any swelling should 
occur the scrotal wounds are gently opened, washed 
with antiseptic solution, and the ointment applied. 

Experience teaches us that the less interference the 
better, and that those colts which are never caught 
after the operation do the best. Still we cannot shut 
our eyes to the fact that the wounds should be 
treated whenever possible, on similar lines to other | 


surgical wounds. But few will deny the | 
| 





effects of exercise on the grass, and the pure air of 
the country, on the results of this operation. | 

In conclusion I may draw attention to the advan- | 
tages gained by securing the animal on his side for | 
the operation. All troublesome tying is avoided, less | 
help is required, the animal is not fastened in an | 
awkward position, and no blood finds its way into. 
the inguinal canal, and last but not least, (when no | 
anwsthetic is employed) there is less danger of injury | 
to the back or limb as the result of violent struggling. | 

If these remarks are considered superfluous, by | 
reason of the subject being so common-place, the | 
excuse I offer is that although the operation is | 
simple one, it isa very important one to the young 
practitioner, whose success in this particular branch 
is often the stepping-stone to his reputation especially | 
in a country district. Let him once demonstrate his 
superiority over the travelling gelder, and the latter 
will soon become a thing of the past. 








THE VETERINARIAN AND LEGISLATION. 
Meat Inspector. 


As the advertisement of a meat inspector for the 
Holborn District Board of Works which appeared in 
our issue of the 2nd instant may give rise to the wish 
of some veterinarians to apply for the appointment, 
it may be well to submit the qualifications necessary 
to obtain a certificate as a sanitary inspector, as 
there are probably some members of the profession 
who are not in receipt of an income of £200 a year 
and who would have little difficulty in qualifying to 
obtain a sanitary certificate if they did not consider 
it infra dig. to do so. As Local Authorities are be- 
coming alive to the necessity of appointing meat 
inspectors they may also see the necessity for such 
inspectors being duly qualified veterinary surgeons. 

Applicants must have been properly trained for 
that branch of an inspector’s duties, have had previous 
experience, and with full knowledge and capacity to 
undertake the duties and be duly qualified as sani- 
tary inspectors. The salary offered being £200 a 
year. 

A pamphlet issued by the Sanitary Institute in 
addition to giving the following syllabus of subjects 
for examination, gives a considerable list of books 
suggested by the examiners as useful to candidates, 
copies of examination papers set at previous examina- 
tions, and information relating to the Institute gener- 
erally. The next examination held in London is on 
December 6th and 7th prox. The fee payable for the 
examination is £8 3s. 

Although Local Authorities are permitted by the 
Local Government Act to appoint only persons hold- 
ing a certificate of the Sanitary Institute as inspec- 
tors, it is quite possible that veterinary surgeons who 
may apply for the appointment if able to satisfy the 
Board that they could obtain the requisite qualifica- 
tion may be far more likely to obtain the ap- 
pointment than any person not holding the veterin- 
ary qualification. 


SYLLABUs oF SuBJECTs FOR EXAMINATION. 


The provisions of the Public Health Act and model 
Bye-laws relating to the duties of an Inspector of 
Nuisances, a knowledge of what constitutes a nnisance, 
methods of inspection of dwellings, cellar dwellings, 
dairies, milk shops, markets, slaughterhouses, cowsheds, 
canal boats, and nuisances specially connected with 
trades and manufactories ; the physical characteristics of 
good drinking water, the various ways in which it may 
be polluted by damage to supply works or in houses, and 
the means of preventing pollution; methods of water 
supply, the characteristics of good and bad food (such as 
meat, fish, milk, vegetables), the provisions of the sale of 
Food and Drugs Act, the regulations affecting persons 
suffering or recovering from infectious diseases, and 


| some knowledge of such diseases ; the principles of venti- 


iation and simple methods of ventilating rooms, measure- 
ment of cubic space, disinfectants, and methods of disin- 
fection ; a knowledge of the general duties of the office, 
and methods of keeping the necessary books and records, 
the proper conditions of good drainage, the advantages 
and disadvantages of various sanitary appliances for 
houses; inspection of builder’s and plumber’s work ; 
scavenging and the disposal of refuse. 
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EXAMINATION HELD AT CaRpIFF, DECEMBER 14TH AND 
151TH, 1894, 1 To 4 P.M. 
(The same value is attached to each question.) 


1. What is the definition of a drain, and of a sewer> 
in the Public Health Act of 1895 ? and how is this modi- 
fied by the Public Health Amendment Act of 1890 ? 
What would you expect to be the practical effect of this 
modification ? 

2. What powers have been given to Local Anthorities 
with regard to caravans, tents, and sheds occupied as 
dwellings, and under what Acts of Parliament ? 

3. Under what conditions can pig-keeping be stop- 
ped? Where it cannot be stopped, by what means can it 
be regulated ? 

4. What is the law as regards the sale of horse-flesh, 
and of margarine? How could you distinguish between 
horse and ox flesh ? 

5. Describe the methods of examinations you would 
apply to a slaughtered avimal suspected to be diseased, 
or to have died a natural death ? 

6. What power have Sanitary Authorities to enforce 
the disinfection of infected rooms and of their contents ? 
Describe how you would act if any occupier declined to 
allow the disinfection to be carried out. 

7. A room in a common lodging-house is 25 feet long 
and 16 feet wide; it has a span roof 12 feet high 
throughout its centre line, and 8ft. high throughout both 
sides. What is the cubic capacity of the room? How 
many adults may sleep in it? Show by sketch the 
arrangement of the beds. 

8. When iaspecting premises for the purpose of ascer- 
taining whether the water supply is wholesome, to what 
points would you direct your attention—(qa) In the case 
of a water supply derived from a well ; (b) In the case of 
a water supply from a town main into a cistern. 

9. Ifthere is reason to suspect that sewer gasis escap- 
ing into a house, how would you proceed to examine the 
drain, and to what points would you look ? 

There may be some students at the Royal Veter- 
inary College over 21 years of age who may wish to 
qualify as sanitary inspectors, and as there is an 
examination in London fixed for May 8th and 9th, 
1896, it would probably be a very convenient oppor- 
tunity for them as they would now have ample time 
for study and the examination would in no way inter- 
fere with their College curriculum. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 





NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


Discussion ON Pror. MacQugEn’s Paper. 
(Continued from p. 223.) 


Mr. R. C. Triecer: After the trouble and care that 
Professor Macqu2en has bestowed upon this admirable 
paper, I think we are all bound to lay before you any 
facts which may bear upon this question of abdominal 
section. It is a field which is, as yet, largely unexplored. 

With regard to the question of operative surgery on 
the abdomen, correct diagnosis is necessary befcre you 
venture to make a section. In one case, in which I felt 
the greatest anxiety—a very violent case in a horse worth 
some thousand pounds—lI could not diagnose more than 
colic. I thought there might be a calculus; but post- 
mortem examination revealed the fact that there was 








absolute perforation of the bowel. I have the specimen 
now in my surgery. Such a case as that is almost im- 
possible of correct diagnosis. In such a case you could 
not localise the injury sufficiently to justify any kind of 
operation. I do think from what we have heard to-day 
that we certainly shall be bolder in abdominal surgery in 
the case of dogs. With regard to ramenotomy, we know 
we can with impunity cut into the rumen of cows. The 
only interesting case I have had in conrection with that 
was a case in which | could not get the external wound 
to heal, though the case went on well in every other re- 
spect. The wound was well sutured, but the singular thing 
was that for three or four years, in spite of everything 
that could be done, the wound would not heal, and it was 
only last summer it did heal. : 

Mr. Harry Otver: With others, I would like to 
thank Professor Macqueen for his paper. I think it is a 
distinct advance in our literature, and it is one of those 
things that in years to come we shall always be glad to 
refer to on any question of abdominal surgery. One 
difficulty in veterinary abdominal surgery appears to be 
this: that we are not dealing, as is so often the case in 
human practice, with patients that have been previously 
prepared and are ready for operation. The cases we 
should have to deal with would be those which were ex- 
cessively ill, and in a high state of fever ; consequently 
the chance of recovery would be very much impaired 
even supposing we could use the same appliances as are 
used by medical men. Then again, we have the other 
difficulty, that it is impossible to restain our patients as 
medical men do theirs. Most of us from time to time, no 
doubt, have had cases like that quoted by Mr. Ruther. 
ford and others, of scrotal hernia, inguinal hernia, and 
such like cases, some of which are followed by recovery. 
Those of us who have been any number of years in prac- 
tice have seen extensive wounds of the abdomen and 
other parts which seem almost necessarily fatal, but which 
in the long run recover. We are all aware that as far as 
cattle are concerned, abdominal surgery is comparatively 
a small matter. Rumenotomy and other operatious are 
by no means unattended with success. Mr. Rutherford 
spoke of another matter, that is, the question of flank 
abscess following operation. I long ago came to the 
conclusion that it was the fault of the operator, or rather 
to the use of an imperfectly sterilized instrument, that 
these abscesses form. I have several times had them 
and I have had a similar thing from the use of hy poder- 


| mic instruments. I believe we are not as careful as we 


‘ 


might be in keeping our instruments. 

Mr. James Simpson: I fear, with many others who 
have addressed the meeting, that the time has hardly 
arrived when we can indulge very extensively in abdom- 
inal surgery. I think what we have first of all to do is 
to diagnose correctly. When we have been able to diag- 
nose with certainty, then, | think, we may carry the ex- 
periments that have been made by Professor Macqueen 
to a further extent. But how often does it happen, 
gentlemen, that in attempting to diagnose a case the 
cause of illness may be attributed to twisted intestine, 
and upon making a post-mortem examination. instead of 
twisted intestine, we find some lesion that we little 
expect. With regard to the excision of a portion of the 
small intestine-—that certainly is an operation I have 
never resorted to, and one can only imagine what is 
likely to happen in such a case. At any rate these 
experiments that have been made by Professor Macqueet 
do demonstrate to us that there is not the risk of danger 
in interfering with the peritoneum that has hitherto beet 
assumed. And I am bound to say, on looking at the 
specimens which have been brought here to-day. ! have 
been very much struck with the absence of adhesions 
which one would have expected to have followed from 
section of the parietal or visceral peritoneum. It seems 
to me the absence of adhesions has a certain interest 
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bearing upon those cases that are commonly called gut- 
tie. For myself, I may say I do not remember ever to 
have diagnosed one, and I do not remember ever to have 
seen one. Possibly the fact of my being unable to diagnose 
it is due to the fact that [ have not had such cases 
brought-under my notice, but it would be interesting if 
gentlemen who have had large experience of this disease 
would tell us what the diagnostic symptoms are. With 
regard to the flank mischief—abscesses I think that were 
called by Mr. Rutherford—it has been stated by Mr. 
Olver that in his opinion it is due to the operator, that 
it is due to the non-aseptic condition of the instruments 
used. I venture to express a different opinion. I do 
believe, to a very great extent, it is due to the operator 
in this way. Perhaps I may give a rough illustration. 
The bowel is punctured and the cannula allowed to re- 
main there for a considerable time, until the bowel is 
emptied of the gas that has accumulated. During that 
time the muscle, and the skin for that matter, has closed 
very firmly round the cannula. In the withdrawal of 
the cannula sufficient care, in my opinion, is not taken 
to keep the skin down tightly as near upon the subjacent 
structures as possible, and I believe that iu the with- 
drawal of the cannula, which is attended sometimes with 
a considerable amount of difficulty, the skin is drawn 
away from the muscle, and thus permits the entrance of 
some of the fluid which usually trickles from the end of 
the cannula. In conclusion 1 beg to thank Professor 
Macqueen for the opportunity that he has given us of 
having a most interesting and successful meeting. 


AFTERNOON MEETING. 
Lieut.-Col. Stzzx: It has been remarked, aud very 


and one of these stakes ripped her abdomeu so that the 
bowel came out. They sent for me, and I thought it was 
a hopeless case. I washed the bowels, returned them, 
sutured the part, applied a compress, and the animal 
made a very good recovery, and in about three weeks 
afterwards brought forth a litter of pigs. Shortly after 
that, a farmer had a cow which met with an accident 
producing ventral hernia. He described it as being like 
a bag of sanc hanging down her side. I advised him to 
kill the cow and make food of her, but he was not willing 
to dv so. I had the cow cast, opened the skin, when a 
great quantity of fluid or blood escaped. The muscles 
were sewn up and the skin, and a large compress was ap- 
plied, and the animal made a good recovery. 

Mr. Wiaarns: If you will allow me, | should like to 
make one addition to the few remarks I made just now. 
My friend Mr. Jones has reminded me of a case in a dog 
which had a ventral hernia as large almost as a football. 
An operation was performed, in which I was aided by 
my friend Mr. Jones. Button sutures were used, the 
sutures being about half an inch apart; and although 
the opening was large, not one of the stitches gave way. 
They remained in situ till a healthy union of the breach 
of the muscles was obtained, and a perfect cure effected. 
The dog is now living. There is no blemish, and the 
ventral opening is absolutely closed. 

Mr. Ggorce Wartnasy: I beg to add my tribute of 
thanks to Professor Macqueen for having laboured at 
this subject for the good of the profession generally. It 
| is to him and to such men as he, who take ou subjects of 
| this character, that in a very large measure we owe the 
| advance that has been made in our profession I have 
_often been struck with surprise at the difference in the 
susceptibility of the horse, as to any damage that may be 





properly so, that the introduction of this admirable paper | done to the peritoneum, compared with that of other 
by Professor Macqueen encourages us to perhaps under- | animals. This was particularly impressed upon me by 
take operations which would otherwise appear to be im- | the first beast I spayed, which | must admit was done in 
possible of success. With that I perfectly agree, and I | a rather rough and-tumble manner. On the bitch, too, 
am sure everyone present will endorse my observation | [ have operated many times, my opening being along the 


that sometimes what have appeared hopeless cases have | 


resulted in perfect recovery. ‘Che veterinary surgeon, in 
more than one case that 1 know, has been dismissed in 
consequence of having given an adverse cpinion, and the 


owner, in the anxiety to illustrate the fact that “ where | 


there is life there is hope,” has exercised rough surgery, | 
sewing up wounds in a rough and unskilful manner, and 


linea alba, and in some cases | have removed the Fallo- 


_pian tubes with success. A gentleman spoke this morn- 


ing about amputating the uterus of the cow. I have 
removed several in their entirety, and | may also tell you 
that some recovered but a great mauy died. 

Prof. Pexpertiy: If my colleague is not already 
nauseated, I would like to say a few words of congratula- 


. first 


yet the animal has recovered. I think such instances tion to him, particularly in haviug brought the subject 
are numerous enough to have been within the experience | of a regarded impossibility to the mind of the veterinary 
of everyone here. Another thing I would say with re- | profession in such a way that their future work, based on 
gard to this paper, and its adjuncts is this—that we are | these experiments, may decide whether we are justified 
strongly recommended to be exact in our observations | in carrying out the operation which he has shown us may 
and experiments. I am afraid that some who are here | be followed by success. I do not think that at any point 
have not looked at these admirable specimens so carefully | in the history of the veterinary profession in England, 
provided by Professor Macqueen, but they are really | abdominal surgery has had any prominence given to it, 
evideuce of the utmust exactitude, without which impor- | and from that view alone we ought to thank the Pro- 
taut and scientific investigations cannot be truly made. I | fessor very heartily. Professor Macqueen has referred to 
was struck by a remark made just before lunch—that it | the difticulties surroundivg the diagnosis of diseases of 
took sixty years to arrive at the present perfection of | the intestines, but I think we have made a distinct ad- 
human abdominal surgery, and why should we not, in | vance, and the writer of the essay has made a distinct 
process of time, hope to arrive at greater success in| advance by impressing us with the possibility of per- 
abdominal surgery in the case of animals than we are | forming the operation of laparotumy. I cannot admit 
low able to obtain? It is but reasonable to expect that | that all the array of cases of recovery that we have had 
that will be so, and I look upon it that the institution of | before us fully proves the facts that, for some reason 
such societies as this is for the express purpose of en- | or other, the peritoneum of the horse may not be more 
couraging all such eudeavours. ' susceptitle to danger than the perit»neum of the other 
Mr. James McGavin: | agree with the last speaker | avimals named. But we have got one step in advance, 
that the paper which we have had from Prof. Macqueen, | and we know oue or two surgical operations on healthy 
and the discussion that has followed, mark progress in | horses, under circumstances favourable in every way, have 
our history. I think that we, as a profession, are advan- | been performed with success. We havean idea that, for 
cing, aud more especially in surgery. I remember the | some reason or other, dangerous inflammation is more 
case I had of abdominal surgery occurred in a pig. | liable to follow interference with the peritoneal cavity of 

A sow in pig was loosed out for exercise, and, 'eing| the horse that it is with other animals. 1 think we 
frightened by some object, ran through a hedge in which | should be extremely careful in making deductions for 
were some very sharp stakes that had been cut down; practical purposes from operations which were carried on 
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in the most complete fashion, with everything at hand, as 
reported to us by Protessor Macqueen ; but as a compila- 
tion of the results of treatment of abdominal injuries, I 
regard this pamphlet which I have in my hand as an in- 
valuable book, and we shall all, I am sure, keep it for 
reference and for satisfaction for many years to come. 
The Presipent: I think the time has arrived, un- 
willingly on my part, for the close of this discussion. [ 
am sure there is a great future before us in abdominal 
surgery. We must recollect that Liston, one of the 
greatest surgeons, many years ago denounced absolutely 
the idea of ovariotomy in human beings. He said: 
“ Any man”—or words to that effect—‘ Any man who 
performed ovariotomy should be transported” ; and he 
signified them, if I may use the term, by the name of 
“ belly-rippers.” Seeing what ovariotomy has come to, 
and the progress which human abdominal surgery has 
made, I do not see why there should not be a very great 
advance in veterinary abdominal surgery. I am sure, 
however, our thanks are heartily due to Prof. Macqueen 
for his very able paper, which is certain to produce good 
fruits. I will now call upon Professor Macqueeu to 
reply. 
_— MacqurEn: Mr. President and Geutlemen, 
—The first remark that Professor Dewar made in open- 
ing this discussion referred to the late appearance of the 
paper, for which I may disown all responsibility. Now, 
gentlemen, I have not the opportunity nor even the 
time to deal with each speaker’s remarks separately ; 
therefore I must take the criticisms, the objections,-the 
fears, and the dread of the different gentlemen together. 
I shall pay most attention to the opener of the discassion ; 
but there are a few who followed the opener who made 
one or two remarks from which | shall very promptly 
and emphatically dissent. Professor Dewar firstobjects 
to the extraordinary armament which I have mentioned 
in the paper. Now if you refer to the paper you will see 
that the armament to which Professor Dewar objects is 
not an armament at all. I should tell you I only mse one 
knife—that is not difficult to carry. I have given a list 
of forceps, three, perhaps four, of which may be dispen- 
sed with. I have given you a list of twelve and four— 
sixteen—sponges. These you will find usefuk I can 
assure you, and I may as well proceed to the point at 
once, that those gentlemen who base their objections 
upon the extraordinary preparation for the operation 
and the elaborate appliances and other conveniences only 
to be found at the Royal Veterinary College, are entirely 
mistaken. If they will pay attentiou to my degeription 
of the operation and the preparation of the patient, they 
will see that there is vot a single instrument—a single 
utensil—put down that is not within the reach of the 
practitioner situated in the most remote village. In- 
stead of the preparation of the patieut being elaborate, 
there was no preparation at all. The subjects were kept 
in the College Infirmary ; the operations were performed 
on the ordinary casting-bed, and within sight of the dis- 
secting room. I do not contevd that these were favoura- 
ble to the success of peritoneal operations. One gentle. 
man mentioned that one subject had been kept because 
of the cold ; but that in practice it would not suit to do 
that. My concern in the month of February was not for 
my subject, it was for myself. 1 wish to emphasise my 
answer to the objection raised by several gentlemen that 
there was no preparation. When | undertook these 
experiments, I did so with the view in front of me that 
unless the abdomen of the horse could be opened ia a 
stable or loose-box anywhere, there was no use perform- 
ing the operation. I took no unnecessary precautions, I 
louked after my own instruments and sponges ; but there 
was no such thing as preparation or disinfection beyond 
what every veterinary surgeon of the present day 
attempts to carry out more or less. Therefore I do not 


admit that, while the few cases I have operated upon have 


been successful, the success has been due to any extent 
to the precautions which are usnally observed in hospitals 
devoted to human surgery. 

Well, now, coming to diagnosis, I had hoped, when I 
was putting this statement together, that a great many 
practitioners would have entered upon the discussion of 
the paragraph dealing with diagnosis. I looked forward 
to hear from the practitioners here information that 
would help me to make the necessary diagnosis previous 
to the performance of an operation of the kind, but I am 
astonished that there has not been a single speaker who 
has ventured upon the question of specific or differential 
diagnosis. Every speaker has avoided it. Now, I am 
bound to say, that if I had written a paper upon diseases 
of the bowels, I should have heard from several gentle- 
men the diagnostic symptoms of many of these ailments; 
but if you read my remarks attentively with regard to 
diagnosis, you will see that I deny the possibility, so long 
as present methods are pursued, of diagnosing many 
cases of abdominal obsiruction in the horse. When we 
can diagnose abdominal obstruction, we may possibly be 
able to relieve the case ; but until that day comes abdom- 
inal surgery cannot make much advance. I do not claim 
to have made any progress beyond the simple fact that 
the horse’s abdomen can be opened with the same, or 
nearly the same, freedom from danger as the abdomen of 
any other domestic animal. 

Professor Dewar objected to the use of warm water, 
and I think he said warm water rather promoted heenior- 
thage. I do not agree with that. I believe warm water 
is about the best application one can possibly apply ta 
bleeding surface for the purpose of checking hemorrhage, 
notwithstanding the generally-accepted view that warm 
water promotes hemorrhage. For a long time I had the 
notion that cold water was the proper application to 
check bleeding, but now I succeed better, to my think- 
ing, with warm water than with cold. With respect to 
the place of incision—when operating upon the single 
colouv, I prefer the regiou of the flank, notwithstanding 
the criticism that has been passed upon it to day. It is 
useless to attempt the operation through the linea alba, 
for the reason that in practice the concretion is usually 
lodged very little behind the origin of the floating colon. 
The part coutaining the concretion cannot be withdrawn 





from the abdomen through the opening made in the 
linea alba, aud for that reason mainly I still think that 
in cases of obstruction to be treated by laparotomy the 
operation should be performed through the right or left 
flank. Then Professor Dewar criticises the use of scis- 
sors, and says—‘“ Why not use a knife??? Gentlemen, | 
purposely do not use a knife. I use scissors, and I pre- 





fer scissors. The knife for dividing the muscles is not 
nearly so goud or so satisfactory as scissors. I am very 
pleased to be able to say that Dr. Greig Smith, of 
Bristol, who is quite an adept at abdomina! surgery, us 
scissors to make the way from the exterior to the interior 
of the abdomen. ». 
A very pointed question has ut with regard to 
gut-tie, both in the meeting aud out of the meeting. 
referred to the operation for gut-tie because I consider 
| that there is such a disease as pelvic hernia. Pelvic 
hernia is described in all modern text-books, and in 
old text-books which may or may not be referred to 48 





gut-tie. I am concerned simply with the operation 
| self, and my point is gained when | can show that mavy 
practitioners have operated successfully, that 1s, have 
opened the abdomen of animals, done a certain amou” 
of manipulation, and cut the cord—an imaginary cor 
you like, it is nothing to me—but the fact remains o , 
the abdomen was opened, and in that respect my po!” 
attained. tion 
I maintain that I have shown you from the founda’ 
of cases of abduminal wounds that horses have sustal? 
severe injuries to various parts of the abdomen, incil 
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the peritoneum, and have been treated successfully ; and | There were present Mossrs. Reeks, Hayes, Wynne, and 

that we should not lose hope in any case of abdominal | 39 members. The minutes of the last meeting were 

injury. I have shown you further, not by statistics but | read and signed. chy 

by references, that so long ago as 1829 a member of onr; An excellent paper on “ Distomatosis in Sheep ” treat- 
rofession operated—unsuccessfully no doubt—but he | ing of the life history and development of the distome, 

still had the hardihood and courage to try his hand in | symptoms, post-mortem appearances and treatment was 

opening the abdomen in a case of ubstinate constipation. read and ably defended by Mr. Parks. 

With regard to enterotomy, of all the peritoneal opera-| A Discussion ensued in which the following geutlemen 
tions I believe enterotomy is the most feasible. Al-| took part, Messrs, Heley, Conyngham, Reeks, Webb, 
through my cases are few they have proved that it is | Gillam, Miller, Golding, Prudames and Berry. Votes of 
possible to do that. With regard to enterectomy, a| thanks to the Essayist and Chairman terminated the 
great deal has been said against Marphy’s button. I | proceedings. 
have tried Murphy’s button ; but the button was one | F. Crownourst, Assist. Sec. 
adapted to the human subject. Since then Messrs. —_-—— 


Arnold and Sous have made a button with a much larger! The 219th general meeting of the Association was 
bore, quite large enough to allow the passage of the con-| held in the New Theatre of the College on Friday, 
tents of the small intestine. I read Dr. May’s remarks | November Ist, at 6.30 p.m. Mr. Idenden was in the 
in the Annals of Surgery to which Professor Dewar| chair, There were present Messrs. Reeks, M.R.C.V.S,, 
alluded, but since then Dr. Murphy, of Chicago, the de- | Hayes, M.R.C.V.S., Wynne, M.R.C.V.S., and 38 mem- 
signer of the button, has replied to those remarks, and | pers. 

there are surgeons in this country who have had simi-| some interesting post mortem specimens were intro- 
larly successful cases to those claimed by Dr. Murphy | duced, a fractured femur by Mr. Reeks, and some para- 


himself. In the human subject there is not the slight- | sites by Mr. Packs including the scelerostomum hyposto- 
est doubt, from published statements, that Murphy’s | jum and the tenia perfoliata. 


button is a distinct success, and when we succeedin find-| 4 paper on “ Non-Contagious Skin Diseases ” was read 
ing a button adapted to the horse’s intestine, the amount and defended by Mr. Gillam, on its conclusion a dis- 
of time saved by the introduction of the button will, | cussion followed, which was opened by Mr. Grove, in 
perhaps, bring about its use in veterinary surgery. But! which the following gentlemen took part: Messrs. 


apart from Murphy's button there are other and, perhaps, | Reeks, Conyngham, Verney, Miller, Heley, Pugh, Jones, 
better ways of establishing continuity after enterectomy. | [denden and Dennington. 


It is quite possible to stitch the two ends of the divided! Votes of thanks to the essayist and chairman termina- 
gut together, as has been dove for years in the human | ted the proceedings. 
subject, as has been done in cattle, in cases that I quote | 
here. I give references to cases where ten feet of bowel | 
have been excised and the two ends united, aud the 





F. Crownurst, Assist. Sec. 


| 
| 





— bp. I ye eon the a oa of - ee | GLASGOW 

ce of my paper has not permitted gentlemen to | . 

examine it thoroughly. With regard to rumenotomy, | VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Cesarean section, and so on, there have been very few : — 

remarks made. | The annual meeting of the above Society was held 


{ do not look to see the day during my life when every | within the College on Monday, October 28th. The 
practitioner will undertake this operation, but I do be- | President, Principal McCall, was in the chair. 
lieve that where two or three veterinary surgeons are | Office bearers for the current session were elected as 
within easy distance of one another, if they get a case in | follows: Hon. secretary, Mr. J. A. Todd; treasurer, 
which they can diagnose by rectal exploration calculus | Mr. John Brown ; librariav, Mr. Geo. Broom ; and 
in the colon, there is no reason why the horse should not | Assistant Librarian, Mr. H. Ferrier. 
be put down, chloroformed, and laparotomy performed ; | Lig ONS 
and, if an ordinary amount of care be exercised,I do| Professor Limont, M.A. M.B., presided over the first 
believe that success will follow. More than that I do not | weekly meeting of the session, held in the Lecture Hall 
say. | am willing to confess that there is something | of the College on the evening of Wednesday, October 
peculiar about the horse’s peritoneum, particularly the | 30th. There wasa large attendance of members. 
peritoneum that covers the small intestine. I do think! Papers were contributed by Messrs. Adams and Paton, 
& great dealcan be done with the large intestine, but J | on “ Parturient Apoplexy ” and “ Parturition ” respec- 
am very doubtful about the small. I have not pnblished | tively. A discussion followed. 
everything, but I must say that I have a very grave sus- | ; = 
Picion of the supersensitiveness of the peritoneum of the | 
small intestine. 
contlomen, it remains to thank you for your very 
an Ret of my paper. I must say that, whether | 
the ~ yew. I have received from one and all of you 
deed 1 eo eg me tolerant treatment. [am in- ACTION AGAINST A VETERINARY SURGEON. 
gives, and I on} sone or the encouragement you have | 
tend m Poss y hope that I may be able to further ex 
of giv; y endeavours, with the view, at some future day, | 
Siving you some better results. (Loud cheers.) | This was an action to recover £16, the value of a year- 
PP ane meeting concluded with votes of thanks to the ling colt, brought by John Armstrong, farmer, Wolfa, 
Ts, the President, aud the writers of papers. Great Salkeld, against T. H. Threlkeld, veterinary sur- 
AS _geun, Kirkoswald. Mr, Allan represented plaintiff, and 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


ARMSTRONG V. THRELKELD. 





, | Mr. Paisley the defendant. 
ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A. | Joha plieiocns, the plaintiff, said—I am a farmer 
oan ‘at Wolfa, aud have been accustomed to farming all 
h General Meeting of the Association was | my life. On the 6th May | went to Kirkoswald, and saw 
ew Theatre of the College on Friday, | Mr. Threlkeld standing at his father’s door. I asked him 
$6.30 p.m. Mr. Heley was in the chair. | if he understood castrating horses, to which he replied— 
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“IT thoroughly understand the work.” I told him I had 
a colt to castrate, and he might as well at the same time 
castrate a couple of calves. He arranged to come on the 
following evening, and after asking if the colt was lyiug 
out, said I should bring him in in the morning and give 
him nothing to eat, and these instructions were followed 
out. When Mr. Threlkeld came the colt was taken out 
into the field and quietly cast, and the operation was 
commenced in the ordinary way. When the incision was 
made and the testicle turned out, I said, “I think he is 
rather ruptured, he must have stretched himself with 
galloping, and it wants stitching.” ‘“ Nonsense,” he said, 
“It would hirder the discharge.” 1 said it would not, 
but my son said—*“ Father, he ought to know better than 
you.” I said--“I have a right to say what I thiuk about 
my own horse.” Mr, Threlkeld said, “ I distinctly tell 
you there is no rupture about him.” The operation was 
then finished, and the colt got up quietly, and was led 
about 54 yards to his box. Threlkeld said—“ He is 
splendidly castrated, and that is the beauty of a cold 
iron.” We then castrated two calves, and when finished 
in about twenty minutes, defendant went and looked 
into the box where the colt was, and then turned round 
to me and said— “ You were right about the colt being 
ruptured ; his bowels have come down; make haste and 
get me a needle and thread, some milk and warm water, 
and I shall be able to put him right.” Defendant then 
did his best for full five hours, but it was po use, and 
with my consent he cut the colt’s throat. Iam of 
opinion if this colt had been stitched as I requested, it 
would have prevented the bowels coming down, and if 
he had carried out my instructions I would not have 
blamed him whatever the result. 

Cross examined by Mr. Paisley.—You say it was the 
string to which the testicle was attached that made you 
suspect rupture /— Certainly. % 

What was wrong with the string ?—It was thickened. 

Mr. Paisley then read a letter, which the plaintiff ad- 
mitted he wrote to Mr. Threlkeld on the 22nd May, ask- 
ing him to make him some compersation for the loss 
caused by his mistake, and saying that he did not wish to 
adopt harsh proceedings, but if he did not comply he 
would have to try a Court of Justice. 

Resuming the cross-examination, Mr. Paisley asked 
plaintiff if this notion about stitching was ever suggested 
until the colt was returned to his box ’—Certainly it 
was. 

Did you hear your son say he never saw a nicer cut colt 
in his life ?—I don’t remember. 

Have you not told Mr. Bell, V.S., Carlisle that as far 
as the castration went you were quite satisfied; it was 
only the not stitching /—I did. 

Plaintiff then admitted receiving the following letter 
from Mr. Threlkeld, in reply ‘to his : 

“ Yours of this morning to hand. I am surprised you 
consider me responsible for the misfortune to your colt, 


Mr. Allen said it was not for a considerable time after 
the event that he was consulted 

His Honor—Suppose Mr. Threlkeld in his judgment 
thouzht the animal was not ruptured, and that there was 
no danger, and he turned out to be wrong, you must go 
a step further and prove that his not detecting it was 
negligence. “ Malpractice’? does not consist in not 
doing a thing properly, but so badly that an ordinary 
veterinary surgeon would not have done it. I want 
scientific information, whether a skilled veterinary sur- 
geon must have known that there was rupture, for after 
all the plaintiff was not certain or he would have stopped 
the operation. I think you will hear there is great 
difficulty in diagnosing a rupture, and what you have to 
prove is that an ordinary man would have detected it. 

Mr. Allen—I cannot carry the case further than the 
plaintiff’s evidence. 

His Honour—From what your witness says about 
calling defendant’s attention to it, and that afterwards 
defendant said—‘“ You are right, Armstrong, the colt 
was ruptured,”’ | cannot say yuu have no case, but it isan 
exceedingly weak one. 

Mr. Allan—It is no use my taking up the time of the 
Court if your Honor thinks you cannot infer negligence 
from the fact that the bowels came down so soon, and I 
will therefore ask your Honour to strike out the case. 

Mr. Paisley—No, I ask for judgment for the defen- 
dant with costs of witnesses. It has been a most trying 
thing to this young veterinary surgeon ; and if the case 
had proceeded I should have been prepared to put into 
the witness box a gentleman, one of the greatest authori- 
ties on veterinary science (Professor Dewar, Pringjpal 
of Dick’s Veterinary College, Edinburgh) whose evidence 
will show that what the defendant did was done properly 
and done well, and that nothing could have beeu done 
that was not, whilst it was impossible to have forseen the 
rupture in the castration. It was a very important case 
to my client, who has only been in practice four or five 
years, and under such a very serious charge, and one 80 
seriously affecting his professional career, I think he 
was justified in taking every precaution to put the case 





properly before the Court with a view to defending his 
| professional reputation. 

| His Honor—As Mr. Paisley properly says, this young 
| mau in justice to himself was bound to take every proper 
| precaution, and I cannot say he is not entitled to his 
‘costs. At the same time, plaiutiff has lost £16. 

__ Mr. Paisley — Yes, aud if this case had gone against the 
defendant it would have been a much greater loss than 
| £16 to him. 

| His Honor then gave a verdict for, defendant, with 
allowance of costs for Professor Dewar and Mr. Bell, 
| V.S., Carlisle. He also said that any judgment of a court 
| of justice against a veteriuary surgeon, or any man de- 
| pending on his skill for his livelihood, was a very serious 
| matter, and such cases ought uot to be brought lightly. 


I expressed to you my regret, and gave you a thoruugh | If they were brought lightly, then people must expect to 
explanation why it occurred. The colt was very care- | pay if they are not successful.— Mid Cumberland & North 
fully castrated, and had he been suffering from scrotal | Westmorland Aerald. 
hernia, the bowels would have come down immediately 
after the operation. As you have expressed a desire to 
try a court of justice, | shall be only too glad to have the | 


> 





PROSECUTION UNDER THE VS. ACT. 


opportunity of cleariug up the rumours you have circu- 
lated.” 

His Honor— Where was the rupture 9—On the string 
in my judgment. : 

Mr. Paisley—That would be impossible. 

His Honor— Where did the bowels seem to come out? 
—From where the testicles were taken. 

His Honor This case must turn ov professional evi- 
dence. Before you make a charge agaiust a veterinary 
oe you — - some other veterinary to inspect 

@ injury done. t may or may no i 
detect a rupture in the mrs oo 


At the North Riding Police Court, on Thursday, Oct. 
24th, an elderly gentleman named William Newton, Eas 
Ayton, farrier, was summoned for having described him- 
self as a veterinary surgeon, not having a certificate 
as such. 

In reply to the charge, defendant stated that when he 
came from Edinburgh College he got a certificate, 4° 
he also received another from Professor Dick. This ¥¥ 
in 1858. . Unfortunately, he could not find it. ted 

Mr. G. E. Royle, who appeared to prosecute, st 





that the proceedings were instituted against the de- 
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fendant by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
The charge was that the defendant had assumed the 
title of veterinary surgeon, which was in contraven- 
tion to the 17th section of the Veterinary Surgeons 
Act of 1881. For some time past Mr. Newton had dis- 
played upon his door a brass-plate with the words 
“Veterinary Surgeon” upon it, and had thus ren- 
dered himself liable for the penalty mentioned in the 
Act. There could be no doubt that the defendant's 
pame as a veterinary surgeon. was vot upon the Re- 
gister, and asa matter of fact there was no answer to 
his case Mr. Royle, having quoted The Royal Veteri- 
nary College v. Robinson (reported in 61 L. J. p 146), 
in support of his case, said that defendant could not 
ask the Bench to treat him with the leniency pro- 
perly shown by their Worships in the Hunmanby case 
brought before the Bench by him (Mr. Royle) a few 
weeks ago. Defendant should have taken down his 
brass plate immediately after the Hunmanby case had 
been decided. The College was determined to protect 
its members from the incursions of unlicensed prac- 
titioners and looked with confidence to assistance from 
magistrates in protecting the public from the unskill- 
fulness of unqualified persons. 

Albert Edward Emby spoke as to passing the de- 
fendant’s house and observing the brass plate referred 
to upon the outside of the dvor. 

The defendant, in reply to a magistrate, said that if 
he were given time he might be able to produce his 
certificate. 

The Bench then decided tv adjourn the case for a 
week. — -— 


This case was resumed on Thursday. The evidence 
which was given last week was repeated.— Mr. Royle, for 
the prosecution, said that since last week he had received 


ate establishment, inspecting establishment, and schools 
and colleges. The question of strengthening the superior 
staff of the department is one that may have to be taken 
up at some future date, but it must await further develop- 
ment of the present scheme. What is required for the 
subordinate staff is a body of fairly-qualified men, who 
will work in the districts and villages, and among people, 
and whose principal charge, since the arrangements have 
already been made for care of the Government animals, 
will be the stock belonging to private persons, aud chiefly 
cattle. Briefly the following are the principal plans 
formulated by Government, on the recommendation of 
the lucal Governments in connection with the organisa- 
tion of this department: Men to be appointed to the 
subordinate district establishments will have to make 
their way, indeed to learn their work by practice, and they 
will have to gain the contidence of the people so far as is 
possible, That not much good will result at first, but the 
good result to be attained in the end is uncalculated in the 
view chiefly of the great annual loss to India from deaths 
by cattle disease, which very moderate skill might pre- 
vent. So it is hoped that some day every tahsilin India 
will have at least one itinerate veterinary assistant, and 


{every municipality of any consequence a veterinary 


dispensary. The Government of India do not wish to 
constitute, as in the case of the medical department, 
an organised pensionable service for the subordinate 
veterinary establishment, nor do Government wish to 
prescribe a fixed rate of pay for each grade. After the 
first three years of service, however, Rs.I5 per mensem 
will be allowed as the miuimum pay. Following is the 





| 
| 


scale of pay approved of by the Government of India 
for the senior veterinary assistants: After 14 years 
Rs.200 to Rs.250 per mensem; between seven and 14 
years, Rs.150 to Rs.200 ; and up to seven, Rs.100 to Rs.150 
ail with pensions, but 10 per cent. to be reduced for 


a list of the members of the Highland Society (to which | ignorance of the English veterinary assistant, who will 


defendant said he belonged), but was unable to find | only receceive the maximum pay of Rs.40. 


In order to 


defendant’s namein it. He submitted that the defendant | effectually carry on the work of the subordinate estab- 
knew perfectly well that he was not a member of that | lishment a more highly qualified staff will be required 
society when he told the Bench that he had a certificate, Vet.- Lient..Col. W. S. Adams had arrived in Poona 
and he hoped the Bench would impose a severe fine, as | when the mail left, and taken the appointment of inspect - 
the case was of a very serious character.—Defendant | ting-veterinary officer, Bombay Command, on promotion 
said he was sorry this had occurred, but he repeated that | vice Vet- Lieut.-Col. C. Clayton, who has been appointed 
he was a member of the Highland Society.—Mr. Royle | district veterinary officer at Irish headquarters. Vet.- 
submitted that the evidence before the Bench was | Lieut. A. Baldrey has been appointed to the charge of 
enough tv convict defendant.—The Chairman in impos- | the Veterinary School at Poona, vice Vet.-Lieut. Lewis 
ing a fine of £1, including costs, said that the defendant proceeding to England—Army and Navy Gazette. , 


ought to have removed the brass plate containing the | 
words “ Veterinary surgeon” from his door after the | 
decision in the Hunmanby case.—The defendant ex- | 
pressed his intention of taking down the plate.—Scar-_ 
borough Post, 31st October, 1895. 





CIVIL VETERINARY DEPARTMENT IN INDIA 


We receive from India for publication particulars of | 
the new rules for the organisation of the subordinate 
civil veterinary service in India aud the establishment of 
4 superior staff for the civil veterinary department. It 
Was sanctioned by the Secretary of State in 1892, but it | 
Was intended only as an initial step towards the organisa- | 
tion of a complete veterinary department for India. The 
organisation was deferred, however, nntil the veteriuary 
otticers appointed should have acquired some experience 
of their respective charges, and be in a position to advise | 


jhe Government on the subject. Various proposals were 
u July, 1893, referred to the Local Government, and re- | 
een received, and it is now proposed tv | 
y the scheme as formulated two years ago. The | 
ct now falls under three heads, namely : subordin- | 
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Students Visit a Knacker Yard. 


THe Sanitary INstituTE, 
Parkes Museum, MarGarer Street, W. 
On Saturday, Octobers 19th, the students attending 


the lectures for sanitary officers at the Sanitary Institute 
visited, by kiud permission ot Messrs. Harrisun and 


| Barber, their knacker yard in Winthrop Street, White- 


chapel. The party numbering over 50 were received by 
Mr. Barber and the veterinary surgeon, Mr. Shaw, who 
explained to the students the details of the business of a 
horse slaughterer, the process of dealing with the flesh 


_bones etc., and the products obtained from them. 


Several specimens of meat which were ,diseased were 
shown, Mr. Shaw pointing out how these might be 


| detected by the students. During tea, which had kindly 
| been provided, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to 


Mr. Barber and Mr. Shaw for the trouble they had 
taken to make the visit interesting and instructive, and 
for the kind hospitality extended to the students. 


G. Waite Watuis, Secretary, 
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REVIEW. 


A VETERINARY PHARMACOP@GIA. 


When a book reaches its fifth edition it has re- 
ceived the stamp of merit from the most authoritative 
source, and criticism is unnecessary. The late Pro- 
fessor Tuson’s veterinary pharmacopeia has for 
years been a book of reference which all careful prac- 
titioners have kept on their pharmacy table. The 
new edition, revised and edited by Professor Bayne, 
F.C.S., will ensure the retention of this practical 
book in veterinary esteem. It is brought up to date 
by the addition of new preparations and the revision 
of the sections relating to uses and doses. 

For those few members who are unacquainted 
with the work we may say that the various medicinal 
agents are treated alphabetically—a method which 
renders reference to any drug simple and easy. The 
consideration of each agent is divided into short sec- 
tions under such heads as—composition, mode of 
preparation, actions and uses, doses, tests, incom pati- 
bles, antidotes, &c. 

Until the day arrives when veterinary practitioners 
will be content to accept all their drugs and prepara- 
tions ready made from the druggist, and even permit 
themselves to be guided as to the therapeutical uses 
of mixtures, the quantity and quality of whose ingre- 
dients they know not—until that time, a reference 
work on veterinary pharmacy will be wanted. So 
long as knowledge and exactitude take the place of 
simple faith we cannot dispense with such works as 
Bayne’s edition of ‘‘Tuson.’’ No man can remember 
the hundred and one details of pharmacy, and a book 
such as this on the table, always at hand and easy of 

reference is indispensable. The publishers are 
Messrs. Churchill. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


INVERSION OF THE URINARY BLADDER. 


Sir, 

In that recently published work, “ Dollar’s Translation 
of Miller’s Veterinary Surgery,” a whole chapter is de- 
voted to prolapse and inversion of the urinary bladder in 
female animals. The description of prolapse cannot be 
taken exception to, but that relating to inversion is so 
extraordinary that I beg to draw attention to it. 

Inversion of the urinary bladder is described as “a 
condition in which the bladder is turned inside out 
passing through the urethra something like a reversed 
pocket . . . is distinguished by the presence of a spherical 
swelling either in the vagina or protruding beyond the 
vulva. The swelling appears elastic, is covered by the 
mucous membrane of the bladder and two folds appears 
in it, the orifices of the ureters. By lifting up the swell- 
ing or pressing on it, or by movement on the part of the 
animal, urine is discharged in two streams.” 

A condition such as this is impossible. If a bladder 
is inverted the ureters will open externally—not into the 
interior of the bladder as in the vormal state of affairs 
The interior of an inverted bladder must be lined by 
peritoneum, and knowing as we all do that the gevibeneal 
cavity does not open externally here, urine cannot possi- 


| 


| 





‘never found it to this extent. 


bly enter it so as to form a globular swelling. It follows 
from this that pressure applied on an inverted bladder 
will not cause two streams of urine to flow as described 
above. 

The illustration of inversion given on page 337 is in- 
deed a great stretch of imagination. 

In conclusion, I would respectfully suggest to the 
translator that in future publications of this valuable 
work the chapter here referred to be either corrected or 


entirely effaced. 
J. K. Bruce, M.R.C.V.S8, 


RE MR. PLACE ON ABORTION. 


Sir, 

Mr. Place says “In 1888 on farm A, milk from a 
recently aborted cow was given to a pregnant woman 
and sow; abortion occurred within 48 hours in each 
caso.” I readily admit abortion is contagious but have 
In this district abortion 
is very common in cows, yet the women seem fairly 
prolific and miscarriages are comparatively speaking rare. 
If abortion can be produced by milk so affected the 
demand for it will sure to increase when this fact becomes 
generally known. 

With sows abortion is very difficult to produce, and I 
can safely say milk from recently aborted ‘eows has 
never caused it in my sows; perhaps Mr. Place cali in- 
form us at what period of gestation the females (human 
and porcine) were, and whether wmetritis followed abor- 
tion.—Yours faithfully, 

GerorGE Upton. 


RE INSURANCE COMPANIES’ FEES. 


Dear Sir, 

Mr. Gibson speaks at random when talking of “500 
questions’ and6 or 7 miles to value the animal. Having 
acted for Insurance Companies for mauy years I speak of 
them as I find them, viz., satisfied. 1st. You are not 
compelled to accept their offer. 2nd. you are not ex- 
pected to make a special journey to see a single case, 
you are supposed to arrange it with your other calls 
within a reasonable time. 3rd. It occasionally, and more 
frequently happens, you are desired to see 4 or 5 animals 
at one visit making it 12s. or 15s. the visit. 4th. The 
premium frequently does not exceed £1, deduct veter! 
nary iuspector’s fee and agents commission and the coll: 
pany get 75 per cent. of the premium for their risk, 
office expenses, etc. 

Would Mr. Gibson care to undertake their respons 
bilities for alike sum, and wonld he treat his inspectot 
and agents more liberally. We do not live in the gun 








and half-guinea visiting days of yore and must be satis 
with doing a fair day’s work for a fair day’s pay. The 
keenness of competion is responsible for many innovation 
with which the majority disagree. It appears to melt 
like general practice, some cases are much more remuner 
tive than others. —Yours truly, 

H. W. Catoy. 


Nov. 6th, 1895. 
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